WARBLERS (cont.)
QOMagnolia Warbler
QOCape May Warbler
OBlack-throated Blue Warbler
QYellow-rumped Warbler
OBlack-throated Green Warbler
OBlackburnian Warbler
QOYellow-throated Warbler
QPine Warbler*

QOPrairie Warbler*

QPalm Warbler
QBay-breasted Warbler
OBlackpoll Warbler
OBlack and white Warbler*
QOAmerican Redstart
OProthonatary Warbler
OWorm-eating Warbler
QOvenbird*

ONorthern Waterthrush
OLouisiana Waterthrush
OKentucky Warbler
UCommon Yellowthroat*
UHooded Warbler
QOWilson's Warbler
QCanada Warbler
QOYellow-breasted Chat
TANAGERS-SPARROWS
QOScarlet Tanager

QEastern Towhee*
OAmerican Tree Sparrow
QChipping Sparrow*

QField Sparrow*

QVesper Sparrow
OSavannah Sparrow
QOSaltmarsh Sharp-tailed Sparrow*
ONelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow
QOSeaside Sparrow*

QFox Sparrow

QSong Sparrow*

QSwamp Sparrow*

QO White-throated Sparrow

QO White-crowned Sparrow
ODark-eyed Junco

QLapland Longspur

QOSnow Bunting
FINCHES-BLACKBIRDS-WEAVER
ONorthern Cardinal*
URose-breasted Grosbeak
UBlue Grosbeak*

QOlndigo Bunting*
OBobolink

ORed-winged Blackbird*
OEastern Meadowlark*
ORusty Blackbird
OBoat-tailed Grackle*
QOCommon Grackle*
UBrown-headed Cowbird*
QOrchard Oriole*
QOBaltimore Oriole*
QPurple Finch
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FINCHES-BLACKBIRDS S Sp Su
WEAVER (cont.)
QHouse Finch*

ORed Crossbill

QO White-winged Crossbill
QO Common Redpoll
OPine Siskin
OAmerican Goldfinch*
QEvening Grosbeak
QHouse Sparrow*
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ACCIDENTAL

The following species have been seen at Cape
Henlopen fewer than five times. If you see any of
these species or one that is not included in the list
above, please report your sighting to the staff at the
Seaside Nature Center.

Eared Grebe

Western Grebe
Magnificent Frigatebird
Gull-billed Tern

Sooty Tern

Gray Flycatcher

Gray Kingbird
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
Clay-colored Sparrow
Lark Sparrow
Grasshopper Sparrow
LeConte’s Sparrow
Harris’s Sparrow

NOTES

Birds of Cape Henlopen State Park

Cape Henlopen State Park offers bird enthusiasts
unlimited opportunities to study and enjoy the
natural world of the Delaware Seashore. The
Park’s geographic location at the mouth of
Delaware Bay, along the Atlantic flyway, and
where northern and southern ranges meet, puts it in
the direct flight path of a great variety of birdlife.
The Park’s many habitats — bay and ocean waters
and beaches, dunes, fresh and saltwater wetlands,
forest and a brackish water impoundment provide
critical feeding, resting and nesting areas for a
diversity of migrating and breeding birds.

Cape Henlopen offers excellent birding year round.
In spring and fall shorebirds, songbirds and raptors
move through the park in impressive numbers. A
hawk watch is conducted from the Bunker
overlook during April and May and again during
September and October. In late October and early
November thousands of seaducks, cormorants,
gannets and loons stream past the Cape as they
migrate south. Winter offers the chance to see
northern visitors like snow bunting, common eider
and snowy owl. During the summer months piping
plover nest on the beaches at the Point and
Gordons Pond, common nighthawks nest in the
ocean dunes and Chuck-will’s-widows nest in the
Park’s pine forest. Brown-headed nuthatches are
year-round residents in the Park’s pine forests and
are regular visitors to the feeding station at the
Seaside Nature Center. The Point, Herring Point,
the Dune Overlook and Saltmarsh Spur Trails and
Gordons Pond are the most productive birding
areas in the Park, but birds can and are found just
about everywhere.

This checklist includes 283 species that can be seen
in the Park fairly regularly and another 13
accidental species that have been seen in the park
less than five times. The list is based on the
Seventh Edition of the American Ornithological
Union’s Checklist of North American Birds. We
ask that birders record their sightings on the Bird
Sighting Sheet located near the entrance of the
Seaside Nature Center. Your sightings are crucial

to helping us better understand the abundance and
occurrence of birds at Cape Henlopen State Park.

Seasons

Early spring (15 March - April) S
Late Spring (May 1 - 15 June) Sp
Summer (15 June - August) Su
Fall (September - November) F
Winter (December - 15 March) W

Relative Abundance

Common (¢) - Fairly abundant and likely to be
seen in proper habitat on each visit.

Uncommon (u) - Present in small numbers and
not always seen on every Vvisit.

Occasional (o) - Occurs sporadically in proper
season and habitat.

Rare (r) - Seldom seen.

* Indicates a species that nests or has nested in the
Park

Species in bold print are neotropical migrants.

They spend the winter in tropical regions of South

and Central America.

Species in italicized print are species that have
been introduced into North America by humans.



LOONS-GREBES
QORed-throated Loon
QCommon Loon
QPied-billed Grebe
QOHorned Grebe
ORed-necked Grebe
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STORM-PETREL-PELICANS-CORMORANTS

QOWilson's Storm-Petrel
ONorthern Gannet

QO American White Pelican
QBrown Pelican
QDouble-crested Cormorant
QGreat Cormorant
BITTERNS-HERONS-IBISES
QO American Bittern
QGreat Blue Heron
QGreat Egret

QOSnowy Egret

QLittle Blue Heron
QTricolored Heron
QCattle Egret

QGreen Heron*
OBlack-crowned Night-Heron
QYellow-crowned Night-Heron
QGlossy Ibis
VULTURES-GEESE-SWANS-DUCKS
QOBlack Vulture

QTurkey Vulture

QSnow Goose

QCanada Goose

OBrant

QOTundra Swan

QMute Swan

0 Wood Duck

QGadwall

QOEurasian Wigeon
QOAmerican Wigeon
QAmerican Black Duck
OMallard

OBlue-winged Teal
ONorthern Shoveler
ONorthern Pintail
QOGreen-winged Teal
QCanvasback

ORedhead

ORing-necked Duck
QGreater Scaup

QOLesser Scaup

OKing Eider

QCommon Eider
QOHarlequin Duck

QSurf Scoter

QO White-winged Scoter
OBlack Scoter
QO0ldsquaw

QOBufflehead

QCommon Goldeneye
QOHooded Merganser

QO Common Merganser
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DUCKS (cont.)
QORed-breasted Merganser
QORuddy Duck
HAWKS-FALCONS
QOsprey*
QOSwallow-tailed Kite
OMississippi Kite
OBald Eagle
ONorthern Harrier
QSharp-shinned Hawk
QCooper's Hawk
ONorthern Goshawk
QORed-shouldered Hawk
OBroad-winged Hawk
ORed-tailed Hawk*
QORough-legged Hawk
QAmerican Kestrel
OMerlin
QPeregrine Falcon
QOTURKEY-QUAIL-RAILS
Qwild Turkey
ONorthern Bobwhite
QClapper Rail
QVirginia Rail
QSora
QCommon Moorhen
QAmerican Coot
PLOVERS-SANDPIPERS
OBlack-bellied Plover
QOAmerican Golden-Plover
QOSemipalmated Plover
QPiping Plover*
QKilldeer*

QO American Oystercatcher®
OBlack-necked Stilt

QO American Avocet
QGreater Yellowlegs
OLesser Yellowlegs
QSolitary Sandpiper
Qwillet

QSpotted Sandpiper
QUpland Sandpiper
QWhimbrel

QOHudsonian Godwit
OMarbled Godwit
QORuddy Turnstone

ORed Knot

QSanderling
QOSemipalmated Sandpiper

OWestern Sandpiper
OLeast Sandpiper
QO White-rumped Sandpiper
OBaird's Sandpiper
QPectoral Sandpiper
QPurple Sandpiper
ODunlin
QStilt Sandpiper
QShort-billed Dowitcher
OLong-billed Dowitcher
QU Common Snipe
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SANDPIPERS (cont.)

O American Woodcock
QOWilson's Phalarope
ORed-necked Phalarope
QORed Phalarope
JAEGERS-GULLS-TERNS-ALCID
QOPomarine Jaeger
QParasitic Jaeger
QLaughing Gull

QLittle Gull
OBlack-headed Gull
OBonaparte's Gull
ORing-billed Gull
QOHerring Gull*

Qlceland Gull

OLesser Black-backed Gull
QGlaucous Gull

QGreat Black-backed Gull*
OBlack-legged Kitiwake
QCaspian Tern

ORoyal Tern

QSandwich Tern

ORoseate Tern

QCommon Tern

QArctic Tern

QForster's Tern

OLeast Tern*

OBlack Tern

OBlack Skimmer*
QRazorbill
DOVES-CUCKOOS-OWLS
QRock Dove*

OMourning Dove*
OBlack-billed Cuckoo
QYellow-billed Cuckoo
QOEastern Screech-Owl*
QGreat Horned Owl*
QSnowy Owl
QShort-eared Owl
ONorthern Saw-whet Owl

GOATSUCKERS-HUMMINGBIRD-KINGF

QCommon Nighthawk*

QO Chuck-will's-widow*
QOWhip-poor-will

QChimney Swift
ORuby-throated Hummingbird*
OBelted Kingfisher
WOODPECKERS

ORed-headed Woodpecker
ORed-bellied Woodpecker*
QYellow-bellied Sapsucker
QODowny Woodpecker*

QHairy Woodpecker*

ONorthern Flicker*
FLYCATCHERS-SHRIKES-VIREOS
QOlive-sided Flycatcher
QEastern Wood-Pewee*
OAcadian Flycatcher*

OLeast Flycatcher

OEastern Phoebe*
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FLYCATCHERS-SHRIKES-
VIREOS (cont.)

OGreat Crested Flycatcher*
OWestern Kingbird
OEastern Kingbird*
ONorthern Shrike
OLoggerhead Shrike
OWhite-eyed Vireo*
QOYellow-throated Vireo
OBlue-headed Vireo
OWarbling Vireo
QOPhiladelphia Vireo
URed-eyed Vireo*
CROWS-SWALLOWS-TITMICE
OBlue Jay*

OAmerican Crow

QFish Crow*

OHorned Lark

QPurple Martin*

OTree Swallow*
ONorthern Rough-winged Swallow
OBank Swallow

QCIiff Swallow

OBarn Swallow*
QOCarolina Chickadee*
QTufted Titmouse*
NUTHATCHES- WRENS- KINGLETS
ORed-breasted Nuthatch
OBrown-headed Nuthatch*
QBrown Creeper

QOCarolina Wren*

OHouse Wren*

OWinter Wren

OMarsh Wren*
QGolden-crowned Kinglet
QRuby-crowned Kinglet
OBlue-gray Gnatcatcher*
THRUSHES

QOEastern Bluebird*

QOVeery

QGray-cheeked Thrush
OSwainson's Thrush
OHermit Thrush

OWood Thrush*
QOAmerican Robin*
THRASHERS-PIPIT-WAXWING
QGray Catbird*

ONorthern Mockingbird*
OBrown Thrasher*
QEuropean Starling*

O American Pipit

QCedar Waxwing*
WARBLERS

OBlue-winged Warbler
OTennessee Warbler
QOrange-crowned Warbler
ONashville Warbler
ONorthern Parula*
QOYellow Warbler*
OChestnut-sided Warbler
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